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legislative delegation; provided, further, that notwithstanding the pro-
visions of this section, the operator of any county machine or vehicle
or his immediate supervisor may purchase emergency parts or have
emergency repairs performed upon such machine or vehicle under his
care or control, such purchases or repairs not to exceed the sum of
seventy-five dollars and he shall require that an itemized bill be
furnished him for such parts or repairs, shall sign such bill and shall
report the matter to the purchasing agent at his first opportunity.
(5) This section in no way prohibits the purchasing agent from
purchasing any supplies, materials and items of equipment through the
Purchasing and Property Division of the State Budget and Control
Board, in cooperation with the South Carolina State Highway De-
partment or any other state or federal governmental agency or de-
partment, which purchases may be made without asking and adver-
tising for bids as provided in this section.
Section 14-3201. With respect to purchases or purchase con-
tracts covered by this article which involve less than five hundred
dollars, bids need not be sealed and may be in the form of price
quotations and received informally. As to purchases covered by this
article which involve over five hundred dollars, such bids shall be
sealed and opened publicly at the place and time designated in the
notice of bid. No bids or price quotations shall be received after the
time designated and they shall be promptly tabulated. Failure to
award to the low bidder shall be explained in writing and made a
part of the record of the purchase. All bids, tabulations and other in-
formation shall be filed with each notice of bid and be retained for
at least two years and available for public inspection at reasonable
times.
Section 14-3202. The county treasurer shall not honor any
voucher for the payment of any supplies, materials or items of equip-
ment which shall have not first been approved for payment by the
purchasing agent unless otherwise authorized herein. No officer, em-
ployee or department shall submit any voucher for payment by the
treasurer for such items which shall not have been first approved for
payment by the purchasing agent.
Section 14-3203. The purchasing agent shall, at reasonable inter-
vals, visit the county chain gang and other institutions, departments
and agencies, personally checking the needs and requirements of
officers or departments and keep himself informed of the needs and
uses for all purchases. He shall further determine the existence of


